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WTA Adelaide International 2026

Tournament Analysis & Betting Brief

Pre-Australian Open Positioning Event

WTA 500 | January 12-17, 2026 | The Drive, Adelaide, AUS | Prize: $1,206,446

Tournament Context: AO Tune-Up Week

CRITICAL CONTEXT: This is the final week before the Australian Open. Player management and
fithess preservation are paramount. Expect tactical withdrawals, conservative play from contenders,
and opportunistic runs from lower seeds.

* Key Withdrawals: Jessica Pegula (change of schedule), Marta Kostyuk (change of
schedule)

* Lucky Losers In: Marie Bouzkova, Anastasia Potapova

* AO Points Pressure: Madison Keys defending 2500+ points (Adelaide 2025 + AO 2025).
Massive pressure on title defense.

Trade on Sports: Adelaide Historical Analysis

Historical Adelaide International data (165 matches analyzed). Adelaide shows DIFFERENT
patterns to Brisbane - favourites perform better here overall.

Adelaide vs Brisbane: Key Differences

* Adelaide Fav Win%: 70.3% (vs Brisbane 62.95%) - Favourites significantly stronger here

* Adelaide backFavPts: +8.31 (vs Brisbane -19.22) - PROFITABLE to back favourites
overall!

* Adelaide backDogROI: -17.44 (vs Brisbane +8.2) - Dogs unprofitable here unlike Brisbane

* First Set Winner Converts: 56.97% - Higher than Brisbane (59.82%), comebacks less
common

Round-by-Round Analysis

Round Matches | Fav Win% Fav ROl |Dog Win%| Dog ROI PLAY
First 82 68.29% +0.87 31.71% -7.63 PASS
Second 46 73.91% +10.76 26.09% -31.28 FAVS
Quarter 22 63.64% -0.41 36.36% -1.09 PASS
Semi 9 77.78% +14.33 22.22% -43.22 FAVS*
Final 6 83.33% +24.17 16.67% -66.5 FAVS

*SF/Final small samples but strong patterns. Adelaide rewards quality more than Brisbane.

Odds Band Analysis

KEY FINDING: Unlike Brisbane, heavy favourites (1.01-1.24) show HUGE underdog value (+47.35
ROI) at Adelaide. This suggests occasional big upsets when top seeds are very short.

Fav Odds W E [ Fav Win% Fav ROI Dog ROI

1.01-1.24 17 76.47% -13.41 +47.35
1.25-1.49 60 75% +2.78 -23.12
1.50-1.74 61 68.85% +11.21 -29.28
1.75-1.99 27 59.26% +7.7 -18.85
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Recent Form: 2025 Adelaide

2025 was a typical Adelaide year: Fav Win% = 67.86%, backFavPts = +0.59 (marginal profit).
Madison Keys won title from seed, defeating top seed Pegula in final. Class generally prevails

here.
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Surface-Specific ELO Forecast

Tournament simulation probabilities based on hard court ELO ratings:

(3) M. Andreeva 100% 67.5% 46.4% 30.0% 17.3%
(2) M. Keys 100% 58.7% 32.7% 19.8% 11.5%
(8) V. Mboko 76.3% 49.7% 27.5% 17.3% 10.4%
(4) E. Alexandrova 68.2% 44.7% 27.0% 13.7% 7.6%
L. Fernandez (13) 61.8% 37.8% 25.5% 13.9% 7.4%
M. Vondrousova 58.6% 37.4% 20.7% 9.8% 5.1%
(5) C. Tauson 65.9% 38.9% 16.6% 8.7% 3.9%
(6) E. Navarro 65.2% 43.2% 20.4% 9.3% 4.0%

Key Player Analysis

Madison Keys (2) - Defending Champion

Adelaide Record: TWO-TIME CHAMPION (2022, 2025). 61-18 career record in Australia.
Loves this surface and conditions.

Brisbane 2026: QF exit to Sabalenka 3-6, 3-6. Took MTO vs Shnaider (3h match). Physical
concerns linger.

Fithess Update: Confirmed she'll play Adelaide despite Brisbane struggles. Stated 'body
getting used to tough matches again.'

Points Pressure: Defending 2500+ points from Adelaide + AO 2025. Massive ranking
implications.

ASSESSMENT: Dangerous as always in Australia but fithess questions remain. May
conserve for AO. Best when aggressive; if body cooperates, top contender.

Mirra Andreeva (3) - ELO Favourite

2025 Season: Back-to-back WTA 1000 titles (Dubai, Indian Wells). Beat Sabalenka,
Swiatek, Rybakina. Then faded badly H2.

Brisbane 2026: QF exit to Kostyuk 6-7, 3-6. Struggled for rhythm. Needed comebacks in
both earlier wins.

Mental State: Openly discussed pressure. 'l learned to not put so much pressure on myself
thinking | have to win a Grand Slam.’

R1 Draw: Faces Leylah Fernandez immediately. Tough opener vs motivated opponent.
ASSESSMENT: Elite talent but inconsistent form. H2 2025 fade continues into 2026. May
prioritize AO over Adelaide push. High upside but unreliable.

Victoria Mboko (8) - Breakthrough Star

2025 Breakout: From #337 to #18. Won Canadian Open (beat Gauff, Osaka), Hong Kong.
Best server on tour statistically.

Form: On 6-match winning streak heading in. Won United Cup opener vs Lin Zhu 2-6, 6-2,
6-0 (classic comeback style).

Style: Powerful serve, aggressive baseline game. Wins more 1st/2nd serve points than
Sabalenka. Mental composure beyond years.

Path: Faces Haddad Maia R1. Potential QF vs Keys. SF vs Andreeva section winner.
ASSESSMENT: VALUE PLAY. 10.4% ELO win probability but could go higher. Fresh legs,
no pressure, nothing to lose. Perfect AO build-up mentality.

Marketa Vondrousova - Dangerous Floater

2025 Highlight: Won Berlin grass title ranked #164 (beat Keys, Shnaider, Jabeur,
Sabalenka). US Open QF before injury WO.
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* Brisbane 2026: R1 exit to Frech 5-7, 6-7, 6-7 in 3h30m marathon. Concerning start.

* Injury History: Shoulder surgery, knee issues (US Open WO). History of extended layoffs.
Inconsistent health.

+ ASSESSMENT: High ceiling when healthy but Brisbane loss is a red flag. Can beat anyone
on her day but consistency impossible to trust.

Draw Analysis

Top Half: Andreeva (3) vs Keys (2)

* Q1 - Andreeva Section: Andreeva opens vs Fernandez (tough). Badosa/Bouzkova R2
potential. Tauson (5) main QF threat.

Q2 - Keys Section: Keys has bye, faces Mboko/Haddad Maia section in R2/QF.
Alexandrova (4) lurking. Potapova (LL) an early trap.

Bottom Half: Navarro (6) vs Samsonova (7)

*+ Q3 -Samsonova Section: Vondrousova vs Birrell R1. Kasatkina/Sakkari floaters.
Alexandrova (4) projected QF.

* Q4 - Bottom: Navarro (6) vs Mboko (8) potential QF. Kalinskaya, Ostapenko (4-match
losing streak) also in section.

Adelaide Betting Strategy

KEY ANGLES TO ATTACK
+ ROUND 2 FAVOURITES: Best edge at Adelaide. +10.76 backFavROI. Back all seeded

players in R2.
+  SEMIFINAL FAVOURITES: +14.33 ROI. Class separates in late rounds. Back favourites
SF.
*  FINAL FAVOURITE: +24.17 ROI. 83.33% fav win rate in Adelaide finals. Back confidently.
. When favourite is 1.01-1.24, the dog has +47.35 ROI.

Watch for big upsets against very short prices.
+ AVOID QUARTERFINAL BETS: QF shows -0.41 fav ROI, -1.09 dog ROI. Dead round -
pass or minimal stakes.

Specific Plays by Round

Round 1 - Pass/Selective

Strategy: R1 is marginal (+0.87 fav ROI). Be selective. Target specific value spots only.

1. Andreevavs Fernandez: UPSET WATCH. Fernandez lost 1-6, 2-6 in Brisbane but
motivated. Andreeva struggling. Back Fernandez if dog 2.50+.

2. Sofia Kenin vs Maya Joint: Kenin former AO champ, Joint local wildcard. Value on Kenin if
available at dog odds.

3. Ostapenko vs Valentova: Ostapenko on 4-match losing streak. Back Valentova if
reasonable dog price.

Round 2 - BEST EDGE: Back Favourites
Strategy: This is the MOST profitable round at Adelaide (+10.76 ROI). Back ALL seeded players
unless specific concerns.

1. Keys in R2: Two-time champion, excellent Australian record. Back unless fitness concerns
emerge in R1.

2. Mboko in R2: On 6-match winning streak. Elite serve. Back against any opponent.

3. Alexandrova in R2: Consistent performer, solid ELO. Back at reasonable prices.
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Quarterfinals - PASS

Strategy: Dead round. Both fav ROI (-0.41) and dog ROI (-1.09) negative. No edge. Pass entirely
or minimal recreational stakes.

Semifinals & Final - Back Favourites

Strategy: SF +14.33 ROI, Final +24.17 ROI. Class tells at Adelaide. Back whoever is favoured.
Expected final: Keys vs Andreeva - lean Keys if fav given Australian pedigree.

Title Contender Rankings

Tier 1 - Primary Contenders

1. Victoria Mboko - VALUE PICK: Best form of anyone in draw. Fresh legs, elite serve,
breakthrough mentality. 10.4% ELO underrates her current level.

2. Madison Keys: Two-time champion, loves Adelaide. Fitness question marks but if healthy,
top favourite. Adelaide history hard to ignore.

Tier 2 - Strong Contenders

3. Mirra Andreeva: ELO favourite but form is concerning. Struggled in Brisbane. Talent there
but execution questionable.

4. Ekaterina Alexandrova: Consistent performer. Good draw in Q3/Q4 section. May quietly
reach SF unnoticed.

Tier 3 - Value/Dark Horses

* Leylah Fernandez: Two 2025 titles. Brisbane loss was bad but can turn form around
quickly. R1 vs Andreeva is winnable.

» Clara Tauson: Beat Sabalenka and Swiatek in 2025. Explosive upside. Favourable Q1
draw.

* Anna Kalinskaya: Solid Australian hard court record. Quietly effective. Could upset if draw
opens.

Summary: Adelaide Betting Strategy

Round 1 SELECTIVE. Target specific upset spots (Fernandez, Ostapenko
opponent). Marginal edge.

Round 2 BEST EDGE - BACK ALL FAVOURITES. +10.76 ROI. Class
dominates.

Quarterfinal PASS ENTIRELY. Dead round - no edge either side.

Semifinal BACK FAVOURITES. +14.33 ROI. 77.78% fav win rate.

Final BACK FAVOURITE. +24.17 ROI. 83.33% fav win rate. Higher seed
dominates.

PREDICTED CHAMPION: VICTORIA MBOKO

(Value Pick - Best Form, Fresh Legs, Elite Serve)
Alternative: Madison Keys (if fithess holds)

ADELAIDE vs BRISBANE - KEY DIFFERENCE:
Adelaide rewards favourites (+8.31 overall ROI) while Brisbane rewards underdogs (-19.22 fav
ROI). Flip your Brisbane strategy: back class at Adelaide, avoid underdog plays.

Brief prepared: January 11, 2026
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Data: Trade on Sports Historical Metrics, Tennis Abstract ELO, WTA, Player Interviews, Brisbane 2026 Results
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