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WTA Brisbane International 2026 
Tournament Analysis & Betting Brief 

Trade on Sports Advanced Metrics Analysis 

WTA 500 | January 4-11, 2026 | Queensland Tennis Centre, Brisbane, AUS 

Executive Summary: Key Betting Angles 

The Trade on Sports historical data reveals clear round-by-round betting patterns at 
Brisbane. This brief identifies specific angles to attack based on statistical edge. 

PRIMARY ANGLES TO ATTACK 

• ROUND 1 & 2 UNDERDOGS: Historical ROI of +17.38 (R1) and +26.31 (R2). Blindly 
backing dogs in early rounds has been consistently profitable. 

• QUARTERFINAL FAVOURITES: Historical ROI of +15.93. The ONLY round where backing 

favourites shows significant profit. QF fav win rate = 78.57%. 
• FINAL FAVOURITES: Historical ROI of +23.86. Fav win rate = 85.71%. Finals heavily 

favour the higher seed. 
• ODDS BAND 1.75-1.99: Only profitable favourite odds range (+8.47 ROI). Target mid-priced 

favourites, avoid heavy favs. 
• AVOID R3 DOGS: Round 3 underdog ROI = -22.75. This is where the cream rises - seeds 

consolidate power. 

Trade on Sports: Round-by-Round Analysis 

Historical Brisbane International data (224 matches analyzed). Green = profitable angle, Red = losing angle. 

Round Matches Fav Win% Fav ROI Dog Win% Dog ROI PLAY 
First 87 57.47% -14.15 42.53% +17.38 DOGS 

Second 72 61.11% -13.15 38.89% +26.31 DOGS 
Third 16 68.75% -7.31 31.25% -22.75 PASS 

Quarter 28 78.57% +15.93 21.43% -35.18 FAVS 
Semi 14 57.14% -17.14 42.86% +16.36 DOGS* 
Final 7 85.71% +23.86 14.29% -64.29 FAVS 

*SF dog angle shows profit but small sample (14 matches). Use with caution. 

Odds Band Analysis 

When favourites are priced between 1.75-1.99, they show the ONLY profitable ROI (+8.47). Heavy 
favourites (1.01-1.74) consistently lose money. 

Fav Odds Matches Fav Win% Fav ROI Dog ROI 

1.01-1.24 41 78.05% -9.12 +17.07 

1.25-1.49 74 66.22% -10.07 +11.92 

1.50-1.74 75 53.33% -14.55 +10.93 
1.75-1.99 34 58.82% +8.47 -16.65 

2025 Brisbane Trend (Most Recent) 

2025 showed strong underdog value: Fav Win% = 56.76% (below average), Dog ROI = +20.24. 
This continues a recent trend of underdogs outperforming at Brisbane. 
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Sets Market Analysis 

Brisbane averages 21.43 total games per match with 63.39% of matches finishing in 2 sets. The 3-
sets percentage is 35.71%. Win 1st Set correlation to match win is 59.82% - lower than tour 
average, suggesting comebacks are more common here. 

Round-by-Round Sets Breakdown 

• R1: 59.77% finish in 2 sets, 40.23% go to 3 sets. First set winner wins match 54.02% of time 

(low!) 
• R2: 66.67% finish in 2 sets. First set winner converts 61.11%. 
• QF: 57.14% finish in 2 sets, 39.29% go to 3 sets. First set converts 60.71%. 
• SF: 78.57% finish in 2 sets. First set winner converts 71.43% - semis are decisive. 
• Final: 57.14% finish in 2 sets, 42.86% go 3 sets. First set converts only 57.14% - finals are 

battles. 
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Surface-Specific ELO Forecast 

Tournament simulation probabilities based on hard court ELO ratings: 

Player R16 QF SF F WIN 
(1) Sabalenka 93.8% 83.4% 71.2% 49.0% 37.5% 
(3) Rybakina 89.7% 77.0% 59.4% 31.2% 21.7% 
(2) Anisimova 87.3% 65.3% 45.2% 30.8% 13.2% 
(4) Pegula 67.4% 46.9% 35.8% 20.0% 7.6% 
(5) Keys 64.9% 42.1% 11.2% 4.1% 1.8% 

(6) Andreeva 75.0% 42.5% 18.8% 10.2% 3.0% 
(7) Alexandrova 71.4% 36.8% 12.2% 3.5% 1.5% 
(11) Muchova 78.0% 47.3% 17.4% 5.6% 2.6% 

Specific Round-by-Round Betting Plays 

ROUND 1 UNDERDOG PLAYS (Dog ROI +17.38) 

Strategy: Back underdogs, especially those priced 3.00-5.00 against seeds returning from 

injury/layoff or facing tricky opponents. 

1. Sorana Cirstea vs Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova: Veteran clash. Cirstea in final season - 
high motivation. Back Cirstea if dog. 

2. Sofia Kenin vs Elena-Gabriela Ruse: Kenin (former AO champ) inconsistent but 

dangerous. Ruse a qualifier. Value on Kenin if dog. 
3. Karolina Pliskova vs Hailey Baptiste: 3x Brisbane champ but 16-month layoff. High risk 

either side – stay away. 

ROUND 2 UNDERDOG PLAYS (Dog ROI +26.31 - BEST EDGE) 

Strategy: This is the MOST profitable round for dogs. Seeds often sluggish in first real test. Target 

seeds with fitness concerns or poor early-season form. 

1. Madison Keys section: Keys has shoulder concerns and poor H2 2025. Shnaider (12) or 

Kasatkina could upset if Keys shows rust. 
2. Jelena Ostapenko (14): On 4-match losing streak, hasn't won B2B since May 2025. Back 

her R2 opponent if reasonable odds. 
3. Badosa (15) section: If Badosa shows fitness issues in R1, back opponent in R2. Marie 

Bouzkova dangerous floater. 
4. Vondrousova section: Returning from knee injury. Monitor R1 closely - if looks 

compromised, fade in R2. 

ROUND 3 - PASS/FADE DOGS (Dog ROI -22.75) 

Strategy: Avoid underdog plays. This is where quality separates. If betting, lean favourites in the 
1.75-1.99 odds band only. 

QUARTERFINAL FAVOURITE PLAYS (Fav ROI +15.93) 

Strategy: Back ALL favourites in QFs. 78.57% win rate historically. This is the round where class 

tells. 

1. Projected QF1: Sabalenka vs Keys - Back Sabalenka. Despite AO final loss, she's 

healthier and more match-sharp. 
2. Projected QF2: Rybakina vs Alexandrova/Muchova - Back Rybakina. 11-match winning 

streak, champion pedigree. 
3. Projected QF3: Pegula vs Tauson/Samsonova - Slight lean Pegula but Tauson has upset 

potential. Smaller stake. 
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4. Projected QF4: Anisimova vs Andreeva - Fascinating clash. Anisimova won only H2H. 
Back Anisimova as slight favourite. 

FINAL - BACK THE FAVOURITE (Fav ROI +23.86) 

Strategy: 85.71% favourite win rate in Brisbane finals. Whoever is favoured, back them confidently. 
Expected final: Sabalenka vs Rybakina - lean Sabalenka at any reasonable price. 

Key Fitness & Form Intel 

RED FLAGS (Fade Candidates) 

• Madison Keys: Shoulder issues H2 2025, WTA Finals WD. 2000+ points to defend creates 

pressure. 
• Jelena Ostapenko: 4-match losing streak. No B2B wins since May 2025. Mental/form 

collapse. 
• Karolina Pliskova: 16-month layoff, two ankle surgeries. 'Expectations are very low' - her 

words. 
• Vondrousova: Knee injury retirement at US Open. First event back. Unknown fitness. 

GREEN FLAGS (Back Candidates) 

• Elena Rybakina: 11-match winning streak, WTA Finals champion. Minor foot issue but 

training hard in Brisbane. 
• Aryna Sabalenka: Fully healthy, defending champion, extra motivation from AO final loss. 

'Hunter' mentality. 
• Paula Badosa: 'Best preseason ever' - back healthy after injury-plagued 2025. Value if 

underrated. 
• Clara Tauson: Beat Sabalenka and Swiatek in 2025. Consistent improvement. Favourable 

draw. 

Summary: Tournament Betting Strategy 

Round Strategy 
Round 1 BACK UNDERDOGS. Target dogs vs seeds with fitness concerns or 

poor form. 
Round 2 BEST EDGE - BACK UNDERDOGS. +26.31 ROI. Seeds often 

sluggish first real test. 

Round 3 PASS or small fav plays in 1.75-1.99 band only. Avoid dogs (-22.75 
ROI). 

Quarterfinal BACK ALL FAVOURITES. +15.93 ROI. 78.57% win rate. Class tells. 
Semifinal Small lean dogs (+16.36 ROI) but small sample. Use caution, evaluate 

matchups. 
Final BACK FAVOURITE. +23.86 ROI. 85.71% win rate. Higher seed 

dominates. 

PREDICTED CHAMPION: ARYNA SABALENKA 

ELO Win Probability: 37.5% | Defending Champion | Best Brisbane Record 

 
Brief prepared: January 3, 2026 

Data: Trade on Sports Historical Metrics, Tennis Abstract ELO, WTA, Player Interviews 
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